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Stormwater Management 

Stormwater Planning Continues in Cahokia Creek and American Bottoms 

The Planning & Development Department is continuing 

its efforts to develop stormwater management plans for 

the Cahokia Creek and American Bottoms watersheds.  

The planning effort involves a robust public engagement 

effort, including a property owner survey, stakeholder 

meetings, and open houses.  In addition to stakeholder 

engagement, the County is partnered with the US Corps 

of Engineers, who are completing studies of the overall 

drainage system for each of the watershed areas.   

Once all the data and public engagement inputs are col-

lected, the planning team will compile a list of issues 

within the watersheds.  Watershed issues primarily focus 

on flooding and water quality concerns but also include 

recreational opportunities and habitat.  The planning 

team will develop scopes for projects to address each of 

the issues.  The planning process will conclude with the 

identification of approximately twenty (20) actionable 

projects in each watershed that will reduce flooding and 

improve water quality. 

The survey for American Bottoms watershed was mailed 

to 2,000 property owners within the planning area in 

mid-May.  The deadline to submit a completed survey is 

the end of June.  The addresses were selected at random 

through a software program with steps taken to ensure 

that addresses were spatially dispersed.  Around 25% or 

500 completed surveys are expected to be returned.  

Once the responses are received, staff will input the da-

ta, develop statistics, and complete a report on the re-

sponses.   

Over the last nine (9) months, the planning team has 

been meeting with stakeholders, including elected offi-

cials, township and municipal staff, and others involved 

in stormwater management, to document well-known 

flooding issues throughout the watershed.  Open houses 

were held last fall in Pontoon Beach and Granite City.  

The issues and project identification portion of the plan-

ning process is expected to be completed by the end of 

the year after the US Corps of Engineers completes its 

study.           

The next step in the Cahokia Creek planning process are 

the completion of the issue and project identification 

tasks.  All of the public engagement items have been 

completed and the US Corps of Engineers has completed 

their study.  The planning team has developed a prelimi-

nary list of issues and potential projects and will work to 

complete the full issue and project list this fall.  Once this 

step is completed, the team anticipates the watershed 

plan will be finished early next year.   
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Recycling & Resource Management 

Customer Service 

Seven Madison County Municipalities Join Green Cities Challenge 

As part of the Green Business Challenge, Madison County Planning & Development is also supporting local municipalities with 

their resource management efforts by sponsoring their participation in the Green Cities Challenge. The Green Cities Challenge 

provides an opportunity for municipalities to learn how to practice fundamentals of resource efficiency and conservation 

while incorporating related policies within their local government operations.  

Participating municipalities include Highland and Alton, who have taken part 

in the Challenge since the beginning of the program for the past two years. 

Granite City joined in the Challenge last year and will once again be return-

ing. New this year are Edwardsville, Glen Carbon, Godfrey, and Troy.   

“The high number and continued participation of Madison County munici-

palities in the Green Cities Challenge makes a profound statement regarding 

the County as a regional leader for their green efforts,” noted Missouri Bo-

tanical Garden’s Jean Ponzi, who co-manages the Green Business Challenge. 

“We are very grateful to Madison County Government and the participating 

Metro East communities. They have made so many amazing contributions 

to the program, which benefits the entire region.” 

“The high number and continued 

participation of Madison County 

municipalities. . . makes a profound 

statement regarding the County as a 

regional leader for their green efforts.” 

Walk-ins & Phone Calls Continue to Rise in May 

Planning & Development staff continue to see an increase 

in phone calls and walk-ins this year when compared to last 

year. There was a 13% increase in phone calls this past May 

compared to May 2016, with 1,115 total phone calls this 

May and 968 total phone calls last May. Also, the number 

of phone calls year-to-date as of May is 8% higher this year 

than last, 

with a total 

of 4,785 by 

the end of 

May this 

year com-

pared to 

4,391 by the 

end of May 

last year. 

The number 

of walk-ins 

increased from 295 in May of last year to 382 in May of this 

year, a 23% increase. Total number of walk-ins year-to-date 

also increased from 1,526 by the end of May last year to 

1,629 by the end of May this year. 

In April, staff began tracking the number of specific solid 

waste and recycling-related questions the department re-

ceives. These include questions related to paint recycling, 

electronics recycling, household hazardous waste, battery 

recycling, and roll-offs and pick-ups. After a full month of 

tracking these types of calls, Planning & Development has 

received eight (8) questions regarding both paint recycling 

and electronics recycling, three (3) questions about house-

hold hazardous waste recycling, one (1) question regarding 

either roll-offs and/or pick-ups, and six (6) other recycling-

related questions. As this information continues to be 

tracked, staff will develop a better idea of the needs of 

county residents in order to provide the most accurate and 

relevant information. 

Walk-ins & Phone Calls 2016 vs. 2017 

May & Year-to-Date 
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Resource Education 

Alton Recycling Roll-Off Station Moves to New Location 

Madison County Planning and Development currently funds recycling stations at seven (7) locations throughout the 
county including New Douglas, Glen Carbon, Hamel, Maryville, Marine, Granite City, and Alton.  

While renewing the service contract for the recycling stations, it was noticed the station located at the Alton Township 
Department on Emma Kaus Lane was utilized far less compared to the other locations within the County. The County 
Board Chairman wanted to see that use increase and asked the Planning & Development staff look into moving the roll-
off to a more visible and easily accessible location. 

After considering a few options, the Alton Lowe’s at 1619 Homer Adams 
Parkway was contacted to see if they would host the container. Store 
management at Lowe’s was very receptive to the idea and, once the ap-
propriate approvals were obtained, the recycling station was moved. 
Store Manager, Adrian Portelle, commented “Lowes takes pride in our 
sustainability efforts, and we are thrilled to be able to partner with Madi-
son County to better our community.” 

The move seems to be working as there has already been a jump in us-
age at the new location. Nearly 1.5 tons of recyclables were collected in 
the first week, which is more than the previous site often collected in 
one month. Use is expected to continue to increase as more residents 
become aware of this new location. 

Resource Education Program Announces Bookmark Competition Winners 

Two Madison County students were recognized for their 

talents this Spring for their winning entries in the Clean Air 

Bookmark Contest Audrey Loyet and Natalie Chalfant, both 

of Highland, earned recognition as the top artist for each of 

their grade level categories.  

Each year, Madison County Resource Education Program 

holds a bookmark design competition open to all county 

students. Madison County Health Department and Madison 

County Transit are co-sponsors of the design competition, 

which prompts students to illustrate concepts related to 

clean air—from practices such as carpooling and planting 

trees to avoiding behaviors like smoking and allowing vehi-

cles to idle unnecessarily. The 2017 competition yielded 

hundreds of entries from students throughout the county. 

Student designs are separated by grade-level category and 

ranked by several staff members within the county admin-

istration building. The two winning designs quickly emerged 

as clear favorites, with Chalfant’s cheerful message and 

Loyet’s colored-pencil depiction of a community with clean, 

healthy air on one half of the design, and polluted air across 

the other.  

The two winners were recognized with plaques and a Kindle 

e-reader. Madison County Transit printed the bookmarks, 

which will be distributed to students at the winners’ schools 

at the beginning of the 2017-2018 school year. The Re-

source Education Program 

will continue the popular 

bookmark design contest 

during the upcoming school 

year, and will prompt en-

trants to demonstrate 

knowledge of the flora, 

fauna, or agricultural crops 

found in Madison County.  



Matt Brandmeyer, AICP 

Planning & Development Administrator 

157 N. Main Street, Suite 254 

Edwardsville, IL 62025 

zoning@co.madison.il.us 

www.co.madison.il.us 

 

Kurt Prenzler, CPA 

Madison County Board Chairman 

 

Planning & Development Committee: 

Brad Maxwell, Chairman 

Phillip Chapman 

Mick Madison 

Ray Wesley 

David Michael 

Nick Petrillo 

Robert Pollard 

Larry Trucano  
 

Building Permits 

The hail storm that raced through parts of Madison County in late 

February has resulted in 127 new roofs in unincorporated areas of 

the County. The storm passed through Glen Carbon, Maryville, Col-

linsville, and along the southern edge of Edwardsville as people were 

getting home from work. According to the Edwardsville Intelligencer, 

homeowners reported golf 

ball-sized hail that damaged 

roofs and dented vehicles.   

 

At this point last year, the P&D Department had only issued 19 

roof permits, compared to the 127 permits issued so far this year. 

In March, 24 roof permits were issued, while 44 were issued in 

April and 54 were issued in May. The number of roof permits is be-

ginning to taper-off, but  it is still well above average.  

New Roof Permits Soar After February Hail Storm 

Roof Permits Year-to-Date 

as of May 

Roof damage from a hail storm 


